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The DFdiscover Journey



Previous Release Feature Highlights

T H E  D F D I S C O V E R  J O U R N E Y

• Look & Feel ​Updates

• eCRFs​

• Site Definitions​

• Reporting​

• Metadata Editor Panel​

• Export to Excel

• API

Visual Interface

eCRF in DFexplore

Graphic Visualization



Previous Release Feature Highlights

T H E  D F D I S C O V E R  J O U R N E Y

• DFcollect

• DFweb

• Security Updates

• Enhanced Dashboard View

• Trend Reports

• User-defined Properties

• Metadata Exports

• Customizable Login Screen

Enhanced Dashboard View

Trend Reports
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DFdiscover 2020



Version Numbering

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

• DFdiscover 2020 5.3.0 is a minor release in the 

DFdiscover 5.X family that started with 

DFdiscover 2018

• Complete release, updates everything on 

server-side and client-side

• 5.1.4 and 5.2.1 clients do work with 5.3.0 

server-side

• Not required to go to 5.3.0 clients immediately 

but new features are available only to 5.3.0 

clients

Product Name

Version Number

5.3.0



Two-factor Authentication (2FA)

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

Desktop applications DFweb

DFcollect

Email



Two-factor Authentication

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

6 digit security code

10minute expiry

30 day validity

10 devices



Two-factor Authentication

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

• User must have an email address known to DFdiscover

• Send user an email with 6-digit security code, valid for 10 minutes

• User can request another code

• Once accepted, that user on that device (desktop, browser, 

mobile) at that address does not require another 2FA code for 30 

days

• Up to 10 unique devices in that 30 day period

• Do not enable 2FA for:

• Users that are also using pre-DFdiscover 2020 tools

• Users without a known email address

• Accounts used to run cron jobs



Two-factor Authentication

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

DFadmin Users list

DFadmin User definition

DFdiscover User profile



Subject Alias

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

• Optional "label" for the subject ID that 

we know and love

• Unique within the database, just like 

the subject ID



Subject Alias

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

• Supported in DFexplore, DFweb, 

DFcollect:

• Each includes a preference

• Supported in edit 

checks: dfid2alias(), dfalias2id()

• Supported in DFdiscover reports, 

DFexport, DFsqlload and DFsas

• Not supported in Legacy reports

DFweb

DFcollect

DFexplore



Subject Alias

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

• Define / Import aliases in DFsetup

• Up to 30 UNICODE characters in length

• Most characters are allowed, but not all 

(spaces not allowed, for example)

DFsetup



Subject Alias

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

DFexplore: Data View

DFexplore: List View



Subject Alias

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

Field Selection



Tabular Listings

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

• Combines Views and Tasks

• Available online in DFexplore

• Run / Share / Save to Excel from Reports View or via DFreports



Tabular Listings

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

Inner Join

Outer Join

Field Selection• Define Views​ & Select Fields

• View definitions can now include inner 
and outer joins



Tabular Listings

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

List View Reports View

• Views appear under Tabular Listing category

• Tasks appear under Task Listing category



Trend Report Animation

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0



DFweb & DFcollect

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

• Support for subject aliases

• Two-factor authentication support

• DFweb: completely updated to Angular 8, giving better load and interaction speeds, and paving 

the way for more amazing updates

• DFcollect: faster due to more use of compression and intelligent caching



More Updates

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

• Field background colors can now include transparency

• DFNEED_RESET is available in dfneed() edit checks – DFweb & DFcollect



Security Updates

D F D I S C O V E R  2 0 2 0

• Failed password attempts during eSigning

• TLS 1.2 / 1.3

• Perfect Forward Secrecy - PFS

• HTTP Strict Transport Security - HSTS

• Request certificate signing by a well-known 

commercial CA
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Tips and Tricks



Get the most out of DFdiscover

T I P S  A N D  T R I C K S

✓ Let Study Admins define user accounts

✓Use inner-join or outer-join in View definition

✓ Include user-defined properties in data exports

✓Customize your DFexplore – Dashboard
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Integration with DFengage



What is DFengage?

I N T E G R AT I O N  W I T H  D F E N G A G E

• ePRO app for mobile (iOS and Android)

• Collaboration between CurveTomorrow and DF/Net 

Research

• Built on WeGuide platform, using DFdiscover API (DFWS)

• Questionnaire fields/screens, scheduling and permissions 

defined in DFsetup/DFadmin

• Participant interaction, notifications handled by WeGuide

• Data read from and written to DFdiscover study database 

directly

• ePRO data available in real-time if user is online



DFengage ePRO 

I N T E G R AT I O N  W I T H  D F E N G A G E

• ePRO app that’s fully integrated with 

other DFdiscover tools 

• Built on the WeGuide platform, a proven 

ePRO solution for over 10 years 

• Android and iOS compatible

• One database definition in DFsetup 

• Changes can be immediately pushed to 

all devices



W W W . D F N E T R E S E A R C H . C O M

29

Upgrade with help from the Support Team



Upgrade Support

U P G R A D E  W I T H  H E L P  F R O M  T H E  S U P P O R T  T E A M

• DFdiscover 2020 will be 

available for download 

from www.dfnetresearch.com

by July 15

• An email announcement will 

be sent on the release date

DF/Net Research Homepage

http://www.dfnetresearch.com/


Upgrade Support

U P G R A D E  W I T H  H E L P  F R O M  T H E  S U P P O R T  T E A M

• From DFdiscover 2018 and 2019, this is 

a minor release and upgrade is simple

• No requirement for all client tools to be 

DFdiscover 2020

• Available for Windows 10 and macOS 

Mojave/Catalina

• Software-related support email has 

been migrated 

from support@datafax.com

to help@dfnetresearch.com

mailto:support@datafax.com
mailto:help@dfnetresearch.com
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What's Next



Flutter

W H AT ’ S  N E X T

What is Flutter?

Why?

• Same view for mobile, web and desktop

• New features automatically go to all three 

platforms

• Increase user efficiency, less training

• Faster, more robust

• Simplify development and support

Chrome

iPhone SE 

2nd gen

Pixel C



eSource Collection

W H AT ' S  N E X T

• Best features of DFsend, DFattach and Attach Document

• Include image capture, identification (QR code?), redaction

• Available in browser and mobile – no install required

• Client built in Flutter, uses API



Study Setup

W H AT ' S  N E X T

• Optionally start from CDASH

• New reported data types: ISO date, floating point, geolocation, conditional value

• Enhancements for eCRFs:

• Row, column, grid of fields

• Static text / media / line

• Calculated value

• Translations, multi-language support

• Multi-user, simultaneous development



Scheduling

W H AT ' S  N E X T

• Additional requirements of ePRO

• Event/visits repeat within one day

• Time-of-day scheduling

• Events that expire

• Notify the subject

• Adhoc reports

• Evaluate conditions in the API or on the server
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Questions?
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Thank you for deploying


